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                                   Terminology 
 

 
     With our playbook terminology we wanted to make it simple for all of our players and 
coaches to understand at any age or at any level of basketball. When coming up with 
our terminology we also wanted to factor in that the play name could also direct our 
players and tell them what to do. For example: In our Wisconsin Elbow 51 Comeback 
this means we are in a Wisconsin set-up to start (4 out 1 in) and we will hit the elbow on 
a pass followed by a DHO between our #5 player and our #1. This then leads to a 
comeback and throwback pass on the backside of the floor. The play told us what to do 
and helps simplify the play for our players while still making it hard to pickup the call for 
the defense. 
 
     Although we make it very easy for anyone to pick up it is also impossible to scout. 
Some of the names of the plays that we used and that you will see within our 
terminology we paid homage to where we might have stolen this play or that play from. 
We have names, numbers, & colors that help us all throughout our playbook. We take 
out the guesswork for you. Of course you can change the play names yourself and 
simply switch names to something like Wisconsin, Wisconsin 1, Wisconsin 2, etc. But as 
you get to learn the playbook you will see some similar actions with the same name but 
out of different sets. For example Kansas Open, UCLA Open, or Husky, & Sideline 
Husky. The alignment will be different but the action will be the same. This keeps 
familiarity for the players. When they hear “Husky” they know there is an elevator 
screen happening. When they here “Open” they know there is an elbow pass that go’s 
directly into a flare screen.   

 
     Once the playbook is learned it is very easy to understand the terminology behind 
the certain actions. Numbers, names, colors, etcetera all have certain meanings behind 
them. As you learn the alignments and actions it will be very easy to call plays. They will 
soon just roll right off your tongue and your players will understand the language and 
meaning behind it.  
 
     What I have found over the years is to always give the player’s a playbook so they 
are able to take it home, study it, and learn from it. Learning the playbook vocabulary 
pages with actions, cuts, screens, ball screens, and alignments will go a long ways in 
helping them understand the terminology 1st before diving into the playbook. Another 
great thing about players having playbooks is if you know what plays that you will be 
covering in the next day of practice then you can give the players homework to learn the 
plays before the next day’s practice. If you have a team group text and you do your 
following days practice the night before then you could also give them a heads up by 
sending them a quick text and let them know what they need to learn before the next 
day’s practice. At the end of the season you can have your players return the 
playbooks.  
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